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Zvaigzne (Star) Literary-Artistic Magazine, Latvian SSR, #1, 15 July 1950.

Measures approx. 10" x 13", printed on high-quality coated paper, 32 pp. excluding the covers. Heavily illustrated with b/w and color photos, and drawings.
Circulation 40,000 copies.

In very good condition. The covers show mild to moderate wear, mostly to the fold line, edges, and corners. The fold line shows a separation at the foot, easily
repairable if desired. The front cover has two tiny holes, traces of old woodworm infestation. The internal pages are intact, mostly clean and mildly age-toned. The
illustrations are not faded, the text is crisp and perfectly legible.

This is the very first issue of Zvaigzne. Even though the magazine was clearly meant to be a Latvian-language version of the All-Union Russian-language
Ogonyok (Little Flame), mixing propaganda with a sprinkle of theater and literature here, and sports and leisure there to whet the readers' interest, this issue is
very heavy on propaganda. It is dedicated to celebrating the 10th anniversary of Latvian SSR, even though five of those ten years were under the Nazi Germany.
That explains the abundance of red banners on the covers and the state emblem of Latvian SSR, the color plate with a full-page Stalin's portrait after the
page-long poem "Greetings to Stalin" on the title page, and on throughout the issue, extolling the advantages of the Soviet power in every aspect of Latvians'
lives. Only the last two pages have some sports news, a chess challenge, and a crossword puzzle, Ogonyok-style.

Please note that the pen in our photo is for size reference.
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