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Romania, Order of Labor, 3rd class, RPR issue, "simple pinback catch" variation, #1753, circa early to mid-1950s.

Brass, enamels; measures 45.6 mm in height, 43.5 mm in width; weighs 30.8 g. Riveted three-piece construction: the sunburst with orange center and the gold
wreath with the hammer and sickle emblem are separate superimposed parts. The plaque at the bottom has an inscription "RPR" (Romanian People's Republic,
the early name of the communist Romania which was replaced with RSR in 1965) The catch for the pin is of simple construction, an early feature that changed to
the more complex "full closure" design at some point in the early 60s. There is a stamped serial number Mc 1753 in the upper part of the reverse near the base of
the pin .

In very fine condition. There is a single surface chip to the red enamel on the lowest segment of the left banner; the damage however does not penetrate to the
brass and therefore not too detractive. There is also a tiny, practically unnoticeable surface flake at the right edge of the plaque with "RPR". The enamel
elsewhere is perfect and retains a very attractive luster. There is attractive dark patina to the brass parts, while the original gilt finish is visible in the recessed
areas of the starburst; a very good amount of the gilt is present on the reverse. The pin attachment is intact and fully functional.

The early simple catch version of this order is quite uncommon, while the serial number is an extremely rare feature. This specimen is probably among the first
ever issued after the institution of the order in 1952.

Item# 39730

$375.00
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