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ORDERS
AND MEDALS
OF THE USSR

The Gold Star Medal was es.
tablished by

Presidium

upreme Sov
1939, The title of Hero of the
Soviet Union was introduced
earlier, on Aprll 16, 1934, Class
to 12,700 persons have been
honoured with it. The medal is
made of gold {21.5 grammas),
and was designed by 1. Du-
bassoy

The Gold Star Medsl is spe-
cial It is presented to Heroes of
the Soviet Union together with
the USSA's highest award—the
Order of Lenin—and a Diploma
of the Presidium of the LISSR
Supreme Soviel (this practice
started on July 29, 1936). The
tithe of Hero of the Saviet Union
is conferred on a person for
services to the state involving
heroic behaviour on an indi-
widual or collective basis.

On July 12, 1933 3 polar ex-

pedition set off from Leningr:]d
an tha h
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1834 the  Chelyuskin  was
crushed by the ige and sank.
Tha mambers of the expedition,
ncluding 1en women snd two
childran, and the ceaw had |
baen forced 1o take refuge on ||
drifting ice fiae. They could net |
prostibly got 1o the fand |

Otta Schmidt sent out o plea |
Tor help ver radio, Ang heip |
arived.  lcebreakers,  steam.
shipe, dirigibles and  aircratt
wers sent oul Sovier pilows
managed 1o resch the ice flos
camp and rescue the people.
Seven  of  them—Sigizmund |
Levanevsky, Vassii Molokov, |
Mawriki  Slepnyow,  Mikelsi
Kamanin, Mikhail Yodopyanov, \
Anatoli Lyapidewsky and 1van
Doranin—were the first 1o be |
nonoured with the title af Hem |
of the Soviet Union on April 20,
1834,

On August 1, 1839 the air \
force pllots Sergel Gritsevets, |
Grigor Kravchenko and Yakow
Smushkevich wera for _the \
sacond tima named Hero of the
Soviet Unjon for feats perfor- |
med in action on the Khalkhin II
Gol River.

The first men 1o be thrae:
uime recipients of the title of |
Hera of the Soviet Union wate II
the fighter pilots Alexander \
Pokryshkin (1344) and lvan

Heading the expedition was the
famous scientist and explorer
Oto Schmidt, The goal was @
cover the Northern Sea Roule
in a single navigation season.
In September the sweamship

Kozhedub (1945). The title was |I
conferred on Marshal Georgi \
Zhukov four times.
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Effort in the Great Pawiotic War
of 1941-1945,

When the collapse of MNazi
Garmany marked the .end of
hostilities in Europe, militarist
Japan had no intention of sur-
rendering. It still hoped either to

win @& campaign  under
favourable conditions or 1o
secure peace on acceptsble
terms. That was why it rejected
the ultimatum presented to it by
the USA, Great Britain and
China on July 26 1845 In
keeping with the commitmenis
assumed by the Soviet govern-
ment at the Big Three Summit
Confarence in the Crimea, the
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